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The 1962 war and after

Time to get on

$ India returns to the polls amid political

cotrmotion, i this filth year of eco-

nomic liberalisation, the light of hope

and confidence shines again on it. The
country boilds its future through hard work and
determination. llﬂxml!uwuldlnﬁiendship
andiin commerce snd trade for mmutual benefit. Once
agin, it is ant eqieal srnong nations.

This spirit resonates the tmmmy of the fifties,
Gﬂl&mwmh; up In indepmdeme Indin
awe and peosperous future. Poverty handly
diminished their confidence in Endia and them-
scives. Theve was a willingness to sacrifice the pre-
sent o build & better future, The excitement snd

symbolism of the I Dy , the
prabhat-pheris on Gandhi’s birthday, and the
peechies and Republic Day, werenotcon-
fined to the children, i

Al this ended with India’s defeat in the 1962 bor-
der war with China. Jt was time for a reakity check.
‘The world did not think of Indians s the good guys,
a3 we had been led to believe. Egypt, indonesia and
Sri Lanka did not fault China for attacking frwtia a3
we had expected them to do. Hindi Chini were not
exactly bhai-bhai, and armed forces were ot a dis-
remable luxary. As soldiers were rushed to shiver
in their shirt sleeves at poorly-defended Himalayan
passes, we belatedly discovered we had few friends
in the world. Politicians fed people on e diet of

euphemisms, even as they begp- -hington for
help. The shock and humillsti .wahar]al
Nehru, Indians felt betrayed by | .rid and by

their own govemment. We closed our doors snd
windows, settled back into sullen sechusion to
search for sclf-sufficiency and eniered the denlol
phase, The China Syndrome had begun.

A generation ater, as we leave our Ching Syn-

By Shyam Sunder

Taiwat: and Koren did well only because they were
dictatorships; the city states of Singapore and Hong
Kong could not be compared 10 India's contiental
ECOnOTY, eiC., eic,

But whal about the economic resurgence of China
itse}f? Rajiv Gandhi, as &n outsider to India’s polit-
ical-buresucratic machinesy, could see the contra-
diction, but could not shake India out of its sym-
drome. Anything that could not be rationalised way
sinply ignored. India’s frustrated legions of talent
qmuedupntl’nlamandswfmmuhﬁﬂjm
Jet flightz oot of the country. Custorns officials were
busy extorting beibes or collecting duties st confis-
catory rates, oblivious to the 80-kilo plecet of most
precious malerial leaving the country o the depar-
tare gates. Shatrimf ke Khilari in Delhi remained
vhsessed with the domestic game of dividing astag-

Social and economic
injustices still challenge
India. It can tackle them

by rapidly developing
its economy and human
resources. After all,
society’s wealth consists
of the skills of its people,
not of the gold in its vaults

-growth may leave India’s nasses hungry. He knew

. of this century to modernise the semi-feudal 19th

valley of Kashmir, Pakiztan remains mired in the
nftermath of Bangladesh. The spirit of a whole gen-
eration e lost when anstion refuses toadmit and face
s to it¢ military defeal_

The Chine Syndrome drew curiajns on anemthat |
began on January 26, 1931, with Nehru's stiming |
call 1o Indlin, on the banks of Ravi, loseek complee
independence from the British rule. His generation
led ﬂw %‘wmd bailt a vislon of

mlcﬁq |

modernise
mmm-mummmluﬂm =
raised the spirits of s poor masses, Nehra brought
the natiohs of Asla, Africa and South America |
toutha' to peek a non-aligned world that would not §
become aréality until a quarter centutry afler he died.
Nehru, the idealist and visionary leader, was no
administrator. His hopes and aspirtions Clouded
what he saw. His socialistideals did not permit him
to see tha placing social justice before econontic

the weaknesses of capitaliam bt nol of the state

. The {956 Awadi Resclution on indus-

trial policy planted the vine of ticence rajthar spread

during the syndrome years to grip the Indian thzer in
its lentacles,

Another geperation carlier, Tilak, Gokhale, and

Gandhi struggled mightily in the firsi three decades

century Indin. Prom s society tiven by myriads of
divisions and bartiers, they forged o single natinnal
idemlty . in 1911 Nehnl could demand that thix
nation b

India lluped its nnliomﬂ |dcnl|ly in lhc first 30
years of this century, it found n visionand became a
republic in the second, and then stumbled into the
China Synd in the third. In this Fast decade of

dromebehind. itis its symp —-
|ack of self-confidence, extreme sensitivity 1o exter-
nal criticism, suspicion of all, fear of foreign trade,
firmn and governments, and desire for direct control
of everything. Olnemon wllhconﬂ'nlledtnmlk\"l-
alisationof banks and ionof the
gtate of emergency in 197S. Politicians and hureau-
crais closeted themselves, cut off from new ideas
and secure from independent scratiny. Starved of
sunshine, India’s nascent political and administra-
tive instifutions began to decay and crumble rs cor-
ruption began to flourish in the dark cosridors of
pmver Brilllant minds directed their eﬂmm 1]
ic retionalisati f Indin®a failure

nanl economic pie ameng a fast-growing popula-
tion. [heing this period of spectacutar economic
growthin Asia, Endia sank to economic and political
frrelevance. The collapse of the Soviet Union, the
loss ol trade, wnd the consequent foreign exchange
crisis in 1991 rang the wake-up call.

India dic not recover from the syndrome unti] the
players in the events of 1962 had passed from the
scene. [ndia of Iuciva and Rajiv Ciandhi retreated
from Jawaharlal Nehru's sweeping vision of his-
tory, and remained wary of the world. This phe-
is hardly unique to India, It touk 20 years

— Iepan yecovered so well from the post-war
destraction becanse it had industry before the war,

~ Canned juice & mad COWS

o e A——

trems rormetHi e g by

forthe Lnited Siates to beginto emerge fromits own
Virinam Syndrome, In the streets oFKarachi and the

the century, Tndiais se! teresome its journey of the
first two interludes. Tn spite ol efforts of Gandbi mt
Nehra's generations, dividiveness and lustration
with social and econamic injustices still challenge
India, ft can abate these forves by rapidty develop-
ing its economy and human resources. Sociely's
wealth consists of the skills of its people, not ol the
gold in its vaults, By giving every citizen opportu-
nity todeveloptohis or her full potential, India may
yet start the next millennium as if there had been no
China Syndrome at afl,
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