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An Honest Man 
How do you spot an anti-Semite? Ask about Israel. 

BY BRET STEPHENS 
Friday, August 4, 2006 12:01 a.m. EDT

So Mel Gibson, arrested in Malibu, Calif., for drunk driving, tells a police officer that "the Jews
are responsible for all the wars in the world." Pity the actor for not substituting the word
"Israelis" for "Jews." The latter apparently confirms his long-suspected anti-Semitism. The
former would have made him a darling of right-thinking progressives the world over,
especially at this moment of Middle East stress.

How do you spot an anti-Semite? An old joke tells the story of an elderly
traveler at the Vienna train station asking passersby whether they hate
Jews. After a score of indignant "No's," one fellow finally admits that, why
yes, he does hate them. "Thank goodness for an honest man!" exclaims
the traveler. "Would you mind looking after my bags while I run to the
men's room?"

Real-life efforts to identify anti-Semites tend to be more complicated.
When French synagogues were torched at the height of the intifada three
years ago, Tony Judt, a Jewish scholar at New York University, described
them not as incidences of anti-Semitism but as "misdirected efforts, often
by young Muslims, to get back at Israel." Last Friday, a Muslim-American
named Naveed Afzal Haq forced his way into the offices of the Jewish
Federation of Greater Seattle, shot five people and killed one. "These are
Jews, and I'm tired of . . . our people getting pushed around by the

situation in the Middle East," Mr. Haq reportedly told a 911 operator. Perhaps this, too, was
just another misdirected effort to combat Middle East injustice.

Then there is the tricky matter of criticism of Israel and whether those who dislike the Jewish
state dislike Jews as well. "Anyone who criticizes Israel's actions or argues that pro-Israel
groups have significant influence over U.S. Middle Eastern policy . . . stands a good chance of
being labelled an anti-Semite," write Stephen Walt of Harvard and John Mearsheimer of the
University of Chicago in a recent controversial paper. The professors allege that the so-called
Israel Lobby manipulates the media, infiltrates the academy, blackmails politicians and gets
the U.S. to finance or fight immoral wars on Israel's behalf--familiar anti-Semitic tropes, at
least when directed explicitly at Jews. But Messrs. Walt and Mearsheimer insist that their
criticism is only of the Lobby, not of Jews per se, and suggest that their harshest critics are
latter-day Joe McCarthys.

Barring some Gibson-like indiscretion on their part, it may be impossible conclusively to prove
them wrong. But a study in the current issue of the Journal of Conflict Resolution
(http://jcr.sagepub.com) by Yale University scholars Edward Kaplan and Charles Small offers
solid statistical evidence that the harsher one's views of Israel, the likelier one is to be an
anti-Semite.

Messrs. Kaplan and Small employ data from a 2004 survey of European attitudes toward Jews
and toward Israel commissioned by the Anti-Defamation League. Five thousand people in 10
European countries were asked to agree or disagree with 11 statements about Jews: for
instance, that "Jews are more willing than others to use shady business practices" or that
"Jews don't care what happens to anyone but their own kind." (Agreeing with more than five
of the questions qualified one as an anti-Semite, according to the ADL.) The respondents
were also asked to agree or disagree with four questions related to the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict, such as whether Israel's treatment of Palestinians was similar to South Africa's
treatment of blacks during apartheid.
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The results were remarkable. Among those who held the most negative views of Israel, some
60% also believed that Jews engaged in shady financial practices, and more than 70%
thought that Jews had too much business power. Whatever the respondents' religion,
nationality, sex or income level, the more intense their dislike of Israel, the likelier they were
to be anti-Semitic. Altogether, 56% of those harboring strong anti-Israel feelings were also
anti-Semitic. (For the record, the survey found that Spain was the most anti-Semitic country
in Europe, with 22% of respondents qualifying as anti-Semites, while Denmark and the
Netherlands, at 8%, were the least.)

This does not mean, of course, that even the most strident opponents of Israel are necessarily
anti-Semites. But in a telephone interview, Mr. Kaplan explained the significance of his
findings this way: "Say you're at one of those anti-Israel rallies. Say you ask them whether
they are anti-Semitic. Say all of them say no. Statistically speaking, more than half of them
are lying."

All of which puts the brouhaha over the now-penitent Mr. Gibson in a different light. Once
they run him out of Hollywood, they might just fix him up with a job at a train station. At
least he's an honest man.

Mr. Stephens is a member of The Wall Street Journal's editorial board. His Global View column
appears in the Journal Tuesdays.
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