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Jul. 21, 2002
Expert: Israel should get smallpox vaccine now
By JUDY SIEGEL-ITZKOVICH

In the event of terrorists' spreading smallpox in a
large city as a biological warfare weapon, it
would be preferable to carry out mass
vaccinations than merely to vaccinate those who
develop symptoms within four or five days and
trace those who have been in contact with them
before they infect others.

So says Prof. Ed Kaplan, a public health expert
at the Yale University School of Management
and the Yale School of Medicine, who has since
January worked on an epidemiological model on
emergency response to a smallpox attack at the
request of the US National Institutes of Health.
Kaplan, a frequent visitor to Israel, has been
speaking during the past week on his team's
conclusions before audiences at the Technion in
Haifa, Rafael (the Armament Development
Authority) and yesterday at the Hebrew
University-Hadassah School of Medicine in
Jerusalem. This week, he will lecture before
senior Health Ministry officials at Sheba
Hospital as well.

So far, ministry officials have declined to
comment on their plans or whether Israel has
enough smallpox vaccine in stock to cope with
any crisis.

Kaplan said Israelis are better able to cope with a
biological warfare threat than Americans,
because their logistics for mass vaccination are
already well oiled from the Gulf War. Booster
vaccinations against polio for all Israelis under
the age of 40 also went very smoothly when an
outbreak of polio occurred less than 15 years
ago.

13 Av 5762, Monday Jul. 22, 2002
Front Page > News > Expert: Israel should get smallpox vaccine now

http://www.jpost.com/
http://www.jpostradio.com/
http://www.digitalisrael.com/
http://www.jposttravel.com/
http://www.jpost.com/International/
http://www.jpoststore.com/
http://www.jrep.com/
http://www.jpost.com/servlet/Satellite?pagename=JPost%2FP%2FFrontPage%2FFrontPage&cid=1002116796299
http://archives.jpost.com/
http://cgis.jpost.com/cgi-bin/Forums/frboard.cgi
http://www.jpost.com/Letters/
http://www.jpost.com/servlet/Satellite?pagename=JPost%2FP%2FSection%2FSectionIndex&cid=1006688055060
http://www.jpost.com/servlet/Satellite?pagename=JPost%2FP%2FBusiness%2FSectionIndex&cid=1006688054984
http://www.jpost.com/servlet/Satellite?pagename=JPost%2FP%2FSection%2FSectionIndex&cid=1006953079845
http://www.jpost.com/servlet/Satellite?pagename=JPost%2FP%2FOpinion%2FSectionIndex&cid=1006953079865
http://www.jpost.com/servlet/Satellite?pagename=JPost%2FP%2FSection%2FSectionIndex&cid=1019539480584
http://www.jpost.com/servlet/Satellite?pagename=JPost%2FP%2FSection%2FSectionIndex&cid=1006953079897
http://www.jpost.com/servlet/Satellite?pagename=JPost%2FP%2FSection%2FSectionIndex&cid=1006953079917
http://www.jpost.com/servlet/Satellite?pagename=JPost%2FP%2FSection%2FSectionIndex&cid=1021813215480
http://www.jpost.com/servlet/Satellite?pagename=JPost%2FP%2FSection%2FSectionIndex&cid=1006953079949
http://www.jpost.com/servlet/Satellite?pagename=JPost%2FP%2FSection%2FSectionIndex&cid=1006953079969
http://www.jpost.com/servlet/Satellite?pagename=JPost%2FP%2FSection%2FSectionIndex&cid=1006953080001
http://www.jpost.com/servlet/Satellite?pagename=JPost%2FP%2FSection%2FSectionIndex&cid=1006953080021
http://www.jpost.com/servlet/Satellite?pagename=JPost%2FP%2FBusiness%2FSectionIndex&cid=1006688054984
http://www.jpost.com/servlet/Satellite?pagename=JPost%2FP%2FSection%2FSectionIndex&cid=1006953080053
http://www.jpost.com/servlet/Satellite?pagename=JPost%2FP%2FJudaismOnline%2FSectionIndex&cid=1008596986128
http://www.jpost.com/servlet/Satellite?pagename=JPost%2FP%2FSection%2FSectionIndex&cid=1008596975996
http://info.jpost.com/C001/Supplements/MapCenter/
http://info.jpost.com/1999/Supplements/JewishHistory/today.cgi
http://info.jpost.com/1999/Supplements/FrontPages/index.cgi
http://www.jpost.com/servlet/Satellite?pagename=JPost%2FP%2FSection%2FSectionIndex&cid=1011192668984
http://www.jpost.com/servlet/Satellite?pagename=JPost/P/DryBones
http://www.jpost.com/servlet/Satellite?pagename=JPost/A/JPArticle/PrinterFull&cid=1027252173527
mailto:jusie@jpost.co.il
http://www.jpost.com/servlet/Satellite?pagename=JPost%2FP%2FFrontPage%2FFrontPage&cid=1002116796299
http://ads.jpost.com/RealMedia/ads/click_nx.cgi/www.jpost.com/News/1511125519@Top,Top1,Top2,Top3,Middle1,Middle2,Bottom,TopRight!Top
http://pqasb.pqarchiver.com/jpost/
http://info.jpost.com/C002/Supplements/AmericasVoices/ba_01.html
http://www.jpost.com/NASApp/cs/ContentServer?pagename=JPost%2FP%2FFrontPage%2FFrontPage&cid=1002116796299
http://www.jpost.com/NASApp/cs/ContentServer?pagename=JPost%2FP%2FSection%2FSectionIndex&cid=1006688055060


10/25/2019 Israel News : Jerusalem Post Internet Edition

file://jazz.som.yale.edu/Faculty.som.yale.edu/EdKaplan/Media_Files/JPost_Smallpox_PNAS.htm 2/6

Supplements
Useful Links

Services

Print Edition
Palm Post
E-mail Edition
JPost CD-Rom
Subscriptions
Personals
Classifieds
Print
Classifieds
Study in Israel
Tourism 2002
Charities

Information

About Us
Feedback
Media Kit
Sales
Staff Emails
Hollinger
Links
Privacy
Statement
Copyright

"Terrible as it is, Israelis are managing quite well
with terror. Since the US went on Yellow Alert
with the September 11 terror attacks, Americans
woke up to terror, but no one knows what this
alert means and what to do," he said.

Kaplan, along with colleagues David Craft and
Lawrence Wein, published his model in the
newest issue of the Proceedings of the [US]
National Academy of Sciences. After conducting
a mathematical analysis of how many people
were likely to infect others before coming down
with symptoms and a variety of other factors,
they said that if smallpox eradicated worldwide
two decades ago as a natural disease were used
by terrorists to cause worldwide panic and kill,
tracing contacts and quarantining and
vaccinating them would result in more deaths
than would vaccinating everyone. This, despite
the fact that one in a million vaccinated would
die on average just from the vaccine due to
having a weak immune system.

Symptoms, including high fever and a rash that
can be mistaken for measles or chicken pox,
appear within five days of infection, and
vaccinating victims by then can greatly reduce
their risk of dying from smallpox, he said.

He advised Israeli health officials to obtain
smallpox vaccine for the whole population as
soon as possible. While there is a worldwide
shortage now, there should be 350 million doses
ready for the US alone by the end of 2003. If
smallpox were to be used by terrorists as a
biological warfare weapon in a large city, or in
an airport or train station that could spread the
disease quickly either in the US or Israel he
urged mass vaccination in the area instead of
tracing contacts of those infected.

Before any attack, vaccinating some Americans
or Israelis should also be considered to raise the
level of immunity in the population. He said that
while mass vaccination before any attack might
be expected to deter terrorists from using
smallpox and encouraging them to use another
pathogen, Kaplan thinks terrorists might still be
tempted to use smallpox to cause panic among
the general population.

For the full story of Prof. Kaplan's research, see
the Health & Science Page, Sunday, July 28.
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