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Expert: Ethiopian blood ban is pointless

By JUDY SIEGEL

JERUSALEM (April 14) - A professor of medicine at Yale University's School of
Management claims in the latest issue of the British medical journal The Lancet that
barring blood donations by Ethiopian immigrants would prevent "at most only one
donation of HIV-infected blood" every 10 years.

Prof. Edward Kaplan, a Hebrew-speaking expert in management science, writes a two-
page "Viewpoint" in the April 11 issue of the prestigious medical journal that is chock
full of mathematical calculations.

Kaplan refers to statements by the Health Ministry and Magen David Adom during the
Ethiopian blood "scandal" in 1996 that Ethiopian olim are 50 times more likely to be
HIV carriers than the general population.

"The question is not whether the prevalence of infection among Ethiopian immigrants
is 50 times greater than among other Israelis, but whether the incremental number of
infectious donations prevented by exclusion of Ethiopian donors is sufficiently large to
justify such a ban," Kaplan said.

"This latter quantity depends on the number of discarded Ethiopian donations, in
addition to the per-donation risk of contamination."

Kaplan notes that virtually all HIV infections among Ethiopian immigrants have
occurred among adults who have immigrated since 1991, and that almost 25,000 of the
42,000 Ethiopian Israelis over 15 came before that.

This, he says, reduces the presumed HIV-incidence rate for the Ethiopian donor pool to
2.9 per 1,000 uninfected people per year. Of nearly 222,000 annual blood donations by
non-Ethiopian Israelis, 1.1 in one million are estimated to be infected, and of 480
annual donations from Ethiopian Israelis, 2.0 per 10,000 would be infected.

So Kaplan concludes that banning Ethiopian Jews from donating blood reduced the
annual number of HIV-infected donations from 0.34 to 0.24, an absolute reduction of
only 0.1 donations per year - or one in 10 years.

Dr. Eilat Shinar, director of MDA's blood services, commented that she and her staff
are responsible for supplying blood and blood components to those who need it for
saving lives.
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"To reduce to a minimum the risk of being infected with transfusion-transmitted
diseases," she said, Health Ministry and international regulations include the rule not to
use blood donated by groups of people who are significantly more likely to be HIV
carriers. A single blood unit can be used to produce blood components for three or four
patients, and plasma is combined for giving to thousands of others. Thus, she said, a
single infected donation can infect many patients.

"Everyone has the right to voice his opinion, as long as he doesn't have to take
responsibility for a situation in which - God forbid - a single person is infected with a
disease that could have been prevented," Shinar said.

As a result of the revelation that blood donated by Ethiopians was destroyed, the
Navon Commission investigated and issued a report that has been partially
implemented.

Blood donated by Ethiopians and others who have visited or lived in areas with high
HIV rates is frozen for six months, and only if the donor returns and is found to be
"clean" can his original donation be used. In the last two years, 150 pints given by
Ethiopian immigrants have been frozen.

In addition, a more detailed questionnaire is given to all potential donors in an effort to
better rule out infected donors. Although blood donations plummeted during the
"scandal," they returned to normal soon after "when the public began to understand the
matter, and that no racism was involved," the MDA official said.

Shinar concluded that if and when the "window" period between infection and the
showing up of HIV antibodies in blood tests closes completely, anyone will be able to
donate blood. "But the window remains, not only for HIV, but also for hepatitis C."

Asked to comment on the Yale paper, Labor MK Adisu Massala said it backed up
arguments of the Ethiopian community here, which regards the rejection of their blood
as a "slap in the face."

The Ethiopian-born MK said the Health Ministry and MDA policy caused "irreversible
damage to the absorption of the immigrants" and that since the Navon report was
issued, "nothing substantial was implemented. There is no educational effort in the
community to prevent the spread of AIDS," he said.

Massala also argued that former health minister Tzahi Hanegbi and his successor
Yehoshua Matza "are not looking for a solution." He said giving blood is not pleasant,
"but it is an Israeli experience from which Ethiopian immigrants are barred."

 

 

News 
 Mordechai: Lebanon pullout plan is advancing 
 Heat wave to last through Pessah
 Shekel falls 1.8% vs. dollar
 Tourists ride through IDF firing zone
 Expert: Ethiopian blood ban is pointless 
 Two youths die in hiking accidents
 Mordechai praises PA's crackdown on terrorists
 PA increases pressure on Hamas

http://www.jpost.com/com/Archive/ads/ad.cgi?3
http://www.jpost.com/com/Archive/ads/ad.cgi?4
http://www.jpost.com/com/Archive/ads/ad.cgi?5
http://www.jpost.com/com/Archive/ads/ad.cgi?6
http://www.jpost.com/com/Archive/ads/ad.cgi?7
http://www.jpost.com/com/Archive/14.Apr.1998/News/Article-3.html
http://www.jpost.com/com/Archive/14.Apr.1998/News/Article-5.html
http://www.jpost.com/com/Archive/14.Apr.1998/News/Article-0.html
http://www.jpost.com/com/Archive/14.Apr.1998/News/Article-1.html
http://www.jpost.com/com/Archive/14.Apr.1998/News/Article-2.html
http://www.jpost.com/com/Archive/14.Apr.1998/News/Article-3.html
http://www.jpost.com/com/Archive/14.Apr.1998/News/Article-4.html
http://www.jpost.com/com/Archive/14.Apr.1998/News/Article-5.html
http://www.jpost.com/com/Archive/14.Apr.1998/News/Article-6.html
http://www.jpost.com/com/Archive/14.Apr.1998/News/Article-7.html


10/25/2019 THE JERUSALEM POST DAILY INTERNET EDITION

file://jazz.som.yale.edu/Faculty.som.yale.edu/EdKaplan/Media_Files/JPOST_Kaplan_Ethiopian_Blood_Ban.htm 3/3

 PA killed alleged collaborator
 Prime Minister's cigar budget snuffed out

Search The Jerusalem Post

Links

 Israel Discount Bank - Committed to total quality banking

 The American Colony Hotel - The perfect location for business and pleasure

 Bank Hapoalim`s site offers International private banking services and information
on Israel`s capital markets and economy

 Free e-mail updates of the latest developments in Israeli real estate and investment
opportunities accessible online

 For British news click here.

 Send faxes to Israeli businesses for free

Front Page | News | Business | Real Estate | Columns | Features | Opinion | Sports | Tourism 
Archive | Weather | Letters | Links | Feedback 

Advertising | Store | Subscribe | Email Edition | Classifieds | CD-ROM | Funds | EZ-Post 

 

Original Coding by Cortext 
US Hosting by DocuVest Inc.

http://www.jpost.com/com/Archive/14.Apr.1998/News/Article-8.html
http://www.jpost.com/com/Archive/14.Apr.1998/News/Article-9.html
http://www.jpost.co.il/search.html
http://www.jpost.com/cgi-bin/ad.cgi?BankDiscountMar6
http://www.jpost.com/cgi-bin/ad.cgi?AmericanColony
http://www.jpost.com/cgi-bin/ad.cgi?BankHapoalimBusiness
http://www.jpost.com/cgi-bin/ad.cgi?Nadlan
http://www.jpost.com/cgi-bin/ad.cgi?TelegraphJuly7
http://www.jpost.com/cgi-bin/ad.cgi?Yellowpages2Sept30
http://www.jpost.com/
http://www.jpost.com/News/
http://www.jpost.com/Business/
http://www.jpost.com/RealEstate/
http://www.jpost.com/Columns/
http://www.jpost.com/Features/
http://www.jpost.com/Opinion/
http://www.jpost.com/Sports/
http://www.jpost.com/Tourism/
http://www.jpost.com/com/Archive/
http://www.jpost.com/com/Weather/
http://www.jpost.com/com/Letters/
http://www.jpost.com/com/Links/
http://www.jpost.com/com/Feedback/
http://www.jpost.com/com/Advertising/
http://www.jpost.com/com/Store/
http://www.jpost.com/com/Subscribe/
http://www.jpost.com/com/EmailEdition/
http://www.jpost.com/com/Classifieds/
http://www.jpost.com/com/CD/
http://www.jpost.com/com/Funds/
http://www.jpost.com/com/EZ-Post/
http://www.nadlanet.co.il/english/
http://www.cortext.co.il/
http://www.docuvest.com/
http://www.jpost.com/com/Archive/07.Apr.1998/
http://www.jpost.com/com/Archive/13.Apr.1998/
http://www.jpost.com/
http://www.jpost.com/com/Archive/15.Apr.1998/
http://www.jpost.com/com/Archive/21.Apr.1998/

