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Report: Anthrax may cause U.S. disaster
Readiness urged

Tuesday, March 18, 2003 Posted: 10:12 AM EST (1512 GMT)

SAN FRANCISCO, California
(Reuters) -- An anthrax attack on a
city the size of New York could
leave more than 100,000 dead
within days, experts said Monday
in a report calling for stronger
government preparations against
the threat.

A team headed by Lawrence Wein of
Stanford University's Graduate School of
Business said current plans rely too much
on sensors to detect an anthrax attack and
not enough on getting drugs and medical
workers to an affected area fast.

The study projected what would happen if
two pounds of anthrax were dropped on a
city the size of New York and affected 1.5
million people. The authors said by the time the public lined up for and received
medication, 123,000 would have died over a four-day period.

"There is still no substitute for getting people antibiotics and medical care as fast as
possible," said Wein, who teamed up with Edward Kaplan of Yale University.

Last summer, both men, experts in modeling epidemics, issued a report saying mass
vaccination would save thousands more lives in a smallpox attack.

"Our country has made great strides in the past year at preparing for a potential
smallpox attack," Wein said in a statement.

"Although smallpox is a contagious disease, it is also a slower-moving disease, and as
my colleagues and I showed in a study published last summer, post-attack mass
vaccination would nip even a large smallpox attack in the bud," he said. "Unfortunately,
controlling the consequences of an anthrax attack may be a bigger challenge."

The latest study on anthrax was published on Monday in the Proceedings of the
National Academy of Sciences.

Fears of weapons of mass destruction are especially high as a U.S.-led war against
Iraq looms. Baghdad has declared it has destroyed its stocks of anthrax.

Five people, including two postal workers, died from the inhalation form of the potential
germ warfare agent after receiving anthrax-tainted letters in 2001. The case has never
been solved.

President Bush has called for spending nearly $6 billion over 10 years to develop new
vaccines against the most likely germ weapons such as anthrax, Ebola, and plague.

Copyright 2003 Reuters. All rights reserved. This material may not be published,
broadcast, rewritten, or redistributed.

Story Tools Click Here to try 4 Free
Trial Issues of Time!

 
 
 
 

NoSuchKeyThe
specified key does
not

i t ht l/9316400

NoSuchKeyThe
specified key does not
exist.html/93164722/105

http://edition.cnn.com/
http://edition.cnn.com/HEALTH/
http://edition.cnn.com/2003/HEALTH/03/18/health.anthrax.reut/#ContentArea
http://edition.cnn.com/
http://edition.cnn.com/WORLD/
http://edition.cnn.com/US/
http://edition.cnn.com/BUSINESS/
http://edition.cnn.com/TECH/
http://edition.cnn.com/TECH/space/
http://edition.cnn.com/SHOWBIZ/
http://edition.cnn.com/TRAVEL/
http://edition.cnn.com/WEATHER/
http://edition.cnn.com/cnnsi/world/
http://edition.cnn.com/cnnsi/world/
http://edition.cnn.com/SPECIALS/
http://edition.cnn.com/CNNI/
http://edition.cnn.com/BUSINESS/tv/
http://edition.cnn.com/CNNI/Programs/business.traveller/
http://edition.cnn.com/CNNI/Programs/design360/
http://edition.cnn.com/WORLD/sailing/
http://edition.cnn.com/TMR/
http://edition.cnn.com/ASIA/talkasia/
http://edition.cnn.com/interactive_legal.html#Reuters
http://edition.cnn.com/linkto/time.intl.html


10/24/2019 CNN.com - Report: Anthrax may cause U.S. disaster - Mar. 18, 2003

file://jazz.som.yale.edu/Faculty.som.yale.edu/EdKaplan/Media_Files/CNN_com - Report Anthrax may cause U_S_ disaster - Mar_ 18, 2003.htm 2/2

AIDS vaccine shows promise
in blacks, Asians

• Victim of botched transplant dies
• No serious smallpox shot reactions yet
• Documents suggest Bayer knew Baycol
problems

Saddam rejects ultimatum

• Blair: It's time for war
• Report: Zivkovic voted new Serb PM
• Oil workers shot dead in Yemen
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